Georgia Association for Supportive Housing
Policy Talking Points
  Affordable housing connected to quality services enables persons with disabilities who are homeless or coming out of institutions to live stable productive lives in our neighborhoods and communities. Supportive housing is more cost effective for state and local tax payers than jails, hospital emergency rooms, long term institutions and shelters.
It is better for people and better for public budgets. 
Quality supportive housing will:

· Provide support services that enable residents to achieve their aspirations

· Promote recovery, employment, and independence

· Integrate persons with disabilities into the life of the community
· Look like other multi-family or single family housing

· Promote positive community development

· Produce long term financial stability for individuals and communities
Quality supportive housing is cost effective
The Georgia Department of Community Affairs says there would be a public savings of $238 million per year if the state had the 17,000 units it needs. That is a $13,000 savings per year, per unit or 28% less than the emergency/institutional system the public currently funds.
Production Tools: A stool needs three legs of support.
· Capital--Allocate federal affordable resources under the control of the Department of Community Affairs to develop 9000 additional supportive housing units over the next five years. No cost to the state. Georgia currently receives $200 million per year in resources for affordable housing. Fifteen per cent of the units produced each year from the states Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program must be supportive housing. Half of the State’s HUD HOME money must go to supportive housing. These funds could produce 1000 new units per year.
· Subsidy--Allocate federal rent subsidies controlled by the state and local housing authorities to support the production goal. The state has 18,000 Section 8 vouchers with a 10% turn over per year.  The state must commit 1000 subsidies per year to supportive housing. 
· Services--Provide appropriate support services connected to the housing. Medicaid could fund many of the needed community services when it cannot fund state institutions. The DBHDD FY 11 and FY 12 budget recommendations will provide the services that will be needed.  
See www.supportivehousingassociation.com for more information or contact the Executive Director Paul Bolster, bolsterp@bellsouth.net; 
