Georgia Supportive Housing Association
 Legislative Agenda-2011
· Medicaid 

Expand Medicaid funding of services for persons living in supportive housing so that providers can commit those services to developers of the housing. Design programs like the 1915i amendment that shifts part of the cost of the treatment and case management to the federal government.  Amend the SOURCE program to include persons with a mental illness. 

· Production Goal-9,000 units
Set a goal for the production of 9,000 units of supportive housing over the next five years and allocate federal resources to meet this goal. This goal is half of the states identified need. The Olmstead Planning Committee has established its goal at 2,000 units for this targeted population living in state institutions. Allocate the state’s federal HUD dollars to meet this goal: Tax Credits, HOME, and CDBG.
· Rent Subsidy

Prioritize the state’s allocation of  Section 8 federal subsidies for supportive housing and encourage local housing authorities to do the some. Continue to use of Shelter Plus Care and Housing for Person’s with HIV/AIDS subsidies.
· Regional Housing Facilitators

Projects are developed at the local level. Full time housing facilitators in each regional office of the DBHDD will bring public and private resources into projects at the ground level and help persons with disabilities find housing 
· Housing Trust Fund at DCA-$1.5 million
Expand appropriation from $3 million to $5 million to fill the gaps that inevitably appear in development budgets. Federal programs require leverage. This capital fund started at $5 million and is now down to $3 million.

· Olmstead Housing Support Specialists-$1.5 million
Create a flexible fund to provide services connected to federal and private grant opportunities. Housing Trust Fund dollars at DCA committed to case work services connected to housing will fill the services gaps in new projects.
· An Education Conference for Legislators.
For Information: Paul Bolster, bolsterp@bellsouth.net, 404-664-0059 www.supportivehousingassociation.com
